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! leadings of Republican members of
Congress.

n CoBgreM I* Vnrasy.
The President's letter provoked a

condition in both wings of the Capitol
building to-day that was at times ex-!
citing, frequently farcical and always'
provocative of humor. Never were.

distinguished statesmen so near the!
verge of panic as those who continued
to clamor for the bonus scheme despite

Horn the entire country. The prizes
nid penalties involved are so tjtui'ondousas to provide all the distressingelements of a hideous nightmare.
The country generally is against the!

bonus raid. The greatest volume ft"
nrotest over received in Congress
my subject proves it beyond po. ad-j
venture. It Is significant that a great;
number of these protests inclose edi-
torials from Tim New York Herai-p
pointing out the bad business, lack of
common sense and injustice of the or-

ganized plan to raid the national
Treasury. j
Combined with the President's let-!

tor, this tremendous outpouring of}
hostile public sentiment has forced the
advocates of the bonus plan on the de-.
tensive. They will make a stubborn
tight to save the plan at any cost, and
'he majority of the members of the
two houses unquestionably would vote|
or any form of bonus bill, no matter1
;,ow extravagant, illogical or absurd;
it might be. if a vote were taken today.

Huy l'a*i a Bill.

Senators and Representatives who
fear the political wrath of the bonus
propagandists will go through with
every move left open to them, and it
is not improbable that a measure will
!« passed by the lower House and pos-
sioiy oy uie ^enaie. ji is iiuue

probable the President will veto such
i. biii because it will not carry his
sales tax suggestions or present any
t»lan acceptable either to the Govern-
ment or the people generally.

Evidence that the universal pro-
tests against the bonus raid are be-
ginning to exercise a sobering effect
on the Congressional mind was furnishedin lnsny charters to-day. Sev-
ral Senators and Representatives
who hitherto have favored the soldier
raid on the Treasury indicated a tend-
ency to revise their previous opinions.
\ great many of these men began to
urge the adoption of the President's
uggestion that consideration of bonus

legislation be postponed until the
< ountry is in better shape to stand the
linancial drain involved.
But the large majority of members

in both houses, coerced by threats of
reprisals from the profc. s.onal propa-
gandlsts, continued to demand thej
passage* of a bonus bill regardless of,
its financial terms. Their sole inter-1
r>st in it is to exhibit the roll call.!
which will show that they have voted
for the measure. Whether the act be-
comes a law or not appears to be of
little importance in the eves of most;
members of Congress.

Senate rntnrlnc Delay.
O*] the Senute side of the Capitol

he sentiment in favor of postponing,
he bonus legislation seems to be gath-1
ring force: on the House side it is]just the other way. It was 011 thisjdde of the national legislature that

most of the action and all of the humor
in the situation developed.
Members who have been courageous

enough to oppose the bonus raid or
those who have been converted by the
position taken by the President reportedto-night that a decided swing..
wabbling" they called it.had set in
imong the advocates of the scheme.
Out of the confusion there developed
:ho fact that the bonus dispute has;
brought about the creation of eight
distinct groups or "blocs." as they are

styled in the political vernacular of;
10-day. These in their relative order
f importance and numerical strength!

.ire as follow-s:
1. The advocates of a bonus at any

price and with any sort of provision
for financing, whether logical, feasibleor acceptable to the Government
and the people or not.

> Thn -f ~ U I-

any form, whose strength has grown
appreciably since the President's i
dec laration of his position and public
opinion began to take such impressivelyhostile form in every section
of the country.

3. The advocates of the postponementpolicy suggested by the President.whose numbers are also increasing.
Farm ( roups \caln«t Tux.

(.Senators unci Representatives
representing agricultural districts
whtunre for the bonus, but first of

' all against the sales tax as a means
of providing the revenue.

5. The advocates of a sales tax for
financing the bonus, generally lim-
ited to the Senators and Representativesfrom industrial sections who
regard the method as desirable for
son*ral revenue producing purposes.

0. A limited number of Senators
and Representatives who still de-
mand that any bonus bill enacted
shall provide for the use of interest
and principal on the foreign debts,
whether it can ever l>e collected or
not.

7. The supporters of the scheme
to issue short time certificates or
lonjf time bonds to add to the burdensof the taxpayer.

ft. The supporters of the sukrcstionto drop the cash payment I
method of comftensatinK ex-service
men and take up the insurance optionplan which would cost the Gov-
ernment *.'..273.000,000 instead of
*1,500,000,000 called for by the cash
proposal.
Senators and members who continuedto demand that leaders of their

respective parties save them from polltlftul»- -
...... ... ..v m.- ii.iiium oi mo
bonus propagandists mulled over these
projects and many others which sug-'
gosted "Soviet" financiering without!
getting anywhere. They found little!
reason for comfort in any of the actualsteps taken to save the bonus
scheme from complete collapse.

I'orrtnoy Attempts Rally.
jCg^ Chairman Fordney of the House

Ways and Means Committee, whose
activities have caused the Administrationand the Republican party a
;rent deal of embarrassment, tried
hard to rally the rapidly disintegratingbonus army under the standard
of hope that he flaunted throughout
to-day. It did not take him long toi
find out thnt the sales tax plan sug-

by tl" i'K d'>nf was opposed

jj

sJTS WAR
PITTSBURGH'S B
FIGHT 'BONUS

Special Dispatch fa Tii

DITTSBLRG, Feb. 17..Acting
mendation ot' the board of
merce and a special chambt

into the soldier bonus question ai

to the membership the members
large majority, went on record a

opposed to the passage by Congt
for the payment of a bonus, in <

b 1 ex-soldiers, or any other abb
Adoption of tho resolution en

tame at the close of a discussio
speakei-3 voiced opposition to the £

who presented the resolution, said
"The politicians who put the

succeed in doing it, will be properl;
Asserting that the American 1

fourth of the soldiers who servei

having heard many former soldic
join the Legion because, by fosteri
to prostitute patriotism.'*

He spoke of the wounded soldie
as "solemn charges which must nc
record of $1,541,447,182 already sp
show that it has been niggardly c

\

by practically all of the agricultural
groups from both West and South.
The telegraph offices in the House

wing were Hooded with protests from
constituents to their members against
the sales tax scheme. Mr. Fordney and
his associates on the Ways and Means
Committee discussed the situation and
tried to give encouragement to their
colleagues, who are being harassed by
an indignant public on one side and
the boaus propagandists on the other
by promising that a bonus bill would
be forthcoming within the next ten

days.
Mr. Fordney added the optimistic as-

suranee that the measure "will ba
satisfactory to all Republicans and will
pass this House." He was careful to
say. however, that the Ways and
Means Committee did not wish to assumeresponsibility for a bonus meas......- . .I ...1,1 if In a Punilh.

lican caucus for consideration.

Study (irrrn Report.

Mr. Fordney's optimism was not
based on any development at the protractedmeeting of his committee. The
chief occupation of the members who
participated in it was in going over the
report recently prepared by RepresentativeGreen of Iowa. This report
favors the retention of the five options
plan contained in the original Fordney
bonus bill, including the provision to

pay to ex-service men $1.25 a day for
the time spent in France and $1 a day
for the time spent in the service at
home.
John Thomas Taylor, the national

agent for the American Legion, who
has been directing the fight for the
bonus, appeared before the Republican
members of the committee to discuss
a plan for financing the bonus raid.
lie declared the executive committee
of the legion committed to the five
way plan, which includes the cash
feature, and said he had no authority
to agree to any departure from this
policy. He promised to confer with
flic officials or the American j.egion
and communicate their decision to the
Ways and Means Committee.

(ondruine Secret Meeting.

The conference of Republicans of
the Ways and Means members which
was held in secret provoked a row in
the House later in the day. RepresentativeGarner of Texas, the rankingminority member of the Ways and
Means Committee, protested that the
Democratic members were excluded
from the conference between the Republicanmembers and the representativeof the American Region.
Thereupon the Democratic members.who have been flooded with protestsagainst the bonus from their

Southern constituents during the last
week, turned to the support of Mr.
Garner, and for the first time imparteda political aspect to the matter.
In protesting against the secrecy resortedto by Mr. Fordney and his associatesMr. Garner said:

"It was not my purpose during the
preliminary consideration on the
bonus bill to mention the subject In
the House, but a matter has occurred
this morning which I think the House
is entitled to know about and against
which I, for one, want to protest, it
is all right for the Republican membershlpof the Ways and Means Committor.to have their executive sessions
without the Democrat* being present.
But T want to call the attention of
the Mouse to and protest against RepubHcan*having an executive session
and calling witnesses in order to determineon legislation pending Twforr
the committee. This ought not to be
and the House ought to take some actionto prevent It, if need be. It is an
outrage against the House of Representatives.It Is not fair play. Tou
have no right to have secret sessions
and invite representatives of the
American Legion or representatives
of any other clnss before you and
have them undertake to tell you the
clans of legislation you shall report
wit! out having any one else there."'

Momlrll Replies.
.Mr. Mondell, the Republican leader

of the House, in replying to Mr. Garner.said:
"1 think the gentleman has been

neither moderate nor accurate. He
said it has been the practice for a long
tittle, and will be so long as party re-

sponatmmy is rerngnizeo in inf nouse,
for ih" msterity members of committeesto moot and discuss matters pondingbefore the House. It is not only
usual, but It Is entirely logical, that
they should have any one address
them on matters '.lending. They areli
unofficial meetings of majority membersof the committee."

Mr. Fordney defended his Rrpublicanassociates on the committee by
saying:
"Republican members of the Ways

and Means Committee have not
thought It wise to rail Into their confidencesmen to help prepnre thnt bill
who we know were unalterably op-
posed to a bonus bill. The Ways and!
Means Committee and other commit-
tees have always had experts and
other officials before them when the
majority members were considering
rates in a revenue bill. Wo had beforeus this morning a man connected
with the American Legion and asked
him for expert Information, and he
-8'c It, and T will say to the gentlcV
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N AGAIP
iUSINESS MEN
IN ANY FORM'

lb New York Herald.

in direct opposition to tlie recomdirectorsthe Chamber of Com>rcommit appointed to inquire
id recomi .uid a course of action
of the organization to-day, by a

is "emphatically and unalterably
ess of any legislation providing
)ash or any other form, to ableebodiedclass in the country."
lbodying the foregoing provision
n in which the majority or tne
:ash bonus proposal. B. C. Moise,

s bonus measure across, if they
y punished."
Region represents only about one1in the world war. he reported
;rs remark that they would not
ng the bonus plan, it was "trying

rs and dependents of slain soldiers
it be neglected," adding that "the
tent by the Government does not
ir ungrateful."

J
man from Texas that the Republican
members of the Ways and Mean-:
Committee are at work every minute
preparing a bonus bill and will presentit to a conference of Republican
members of this House within ten
days. That is what we will do. We
are using every honorable effort to
prepare that bill, so that when it is
presented to the House Republican
members of this House will agree with
the committee; if not, we want the
Republican members to direct Republicanmembers of the Ways and Means
Committee how to prepare that bill
and liow to bring It in here for final
motion."

McArthnr Against Bill.

While the debate over the secret
meeting of the Ways and Means Committeewas in progress Representative
McArthur. Republican (Oregon), told
the newspaper reporters in the lobby
that ho would not vote for the bonus
bill. He says he voted for it two years
ago when the conditions of the country*e.re vastly different from those
that exist to-day. The American peoplesimply cannot stand additional tax
burdens at this time, said Mr. McArthur,because they are already staggeringunder an enormous burden of
indebtedness.
"Further taxation now would mean

more unemployment, more industrial
depression and more economic disorder,"he said. "The country is beginningto see prospects of better
business conditions, but these will disappearif Congress passes additional
taxes. 1 am not attempting to pass
judgment on the justice of the bonus
legislation. But I am unalterably opposedto its consideration under the|
present circumstances."
The protests against the adoption of

a sales tax were piling up on Senators
and members to-night in increasing
volume. T. C. Atkinson, the Washingtonrepresentative of the National
Grange, personally led the fight against
the President's suggestion in the lobbiesof both houses.
"The National Grange,/' Mr. Atkinsonsaid, "is unalterably opposed to

the sales tax or to any form of direct
consumption tax for the soldier bonus
or for any other purpose. If it is
worth the cost of a bonus to get the
sales tax fastened on the pocketbooksof the people, as said by Senator
Edge of New Jersey, who should pay
the price? The answer is that it is
worth it to those best able to pay
taxes.tlie larger and largest income
earning people who spend but a part
of their income and accumulate the
rest ot it in places wnere it win not i>e

subject to :i sales tax, or any other
tax. The National Grange suggests an

excess profits tax."

SEES 'ECONOMIC CRIME'
IN TAX LEVY FOR SONUS

Credit Man Deems Sound
Finance and Jobs Better.

Special Dispatch lo Tub Niw Yobk II era id.

Chicago. Feb. IT..J. H. Tregoe, secretary-treasurerof the .National Associationof Credit Men, addressing membersof tlie Chicago association to-day,
said
"We haven't balanced our national

budget. And while Vc are talking of
deficits we are talking of imposing
taxes to raise a bonus. It is an economic
crime for our Congressmen to consider
taxes on this nation for any kind of a
bonus whatsoever. 1 want these men to
get adequate compensation from good,
steady jobs. Instead of a momentary
flush of funds.
"Much of Kurope's business depressionhas»t>een caused by the granting of

gratuities, bonuses and othe.r adjusted
compensations In the flush of victory.
They have had to make up with their
printing presses the great deflclenby In
their revenue from taxes.
"We have Just skirted the edge of a

financial cataclysm." continued Mr.
Tregoe. "The Federal reserve banking
system and our fundamental soundness
of mind alone waved the nation. Even
now we are talking of deficits In our nations!budget of *100.000,000, and yet
we are considering raising the taxes of
the people to pay a bonus."

QUITS WAR VETERANS
FOR FAVORING BONUS

Among the members of the American
Erglnn and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars who have resigned because of the
stand their organizations have tnken on
the bonus question is Frederick ft.
Minehnmn. an architect, 270 Henry
street, Brooklyn. Mr. Hlnchman's letterof resignation from the Veterans of
Foreign Wars is typical of others and
embodies a few of the most important
arguments against, the bonus,

t Mr. Hlnchman's letter to the AdjutantGeneralof the V. F. W. says the bonus
would throw an additional tax unjustly
n,. I 1.,. i\ a f i,.n u 11,1

"I khv unjustly, for It la unjuat for a

young man to claim extro com pen nation
for doing his simple duty to himself,
his family and his country. Do the oxerrv ice men think that the active service
should have been borne by women, childrenand old men? Or would they for
lack of special reward have preferred to
have had the nation disgraced and have
lost their own liberties*

"It Is at least some small consolation,
however, <o feel that those who voluntarilycave their services ore not the
'nstlgators of this unpatriotic attack
upon their country's welfare, hut that
most clamorous and selfish are the
drafted men who served because I hey
had to and are now trying to make n

* trior of nrressttv "

»
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\TST BON
MERCHAKfS OBJECT!
TO BONUS OR BONDS

Association Wires Protest
to Legislators Against

Needless Tax.

IT SPEAKS FOR 6,000

Declares ^Measure Would
Greatly Handicap Business!

at a Serious Time.

GRATUITY CALLED CURSE

American Defense Society
Tells President Harding' Tt

Opposes Largess.

Both the Merchants Association and
the American Defense Society made
formal protest yesterday against bonus
legislation. The first named organizationtelegraphed its views on the
subject to Senator McCumbcr and
Representative Fordney. The defense
society sent its protest to President
Harding.
"The Merchants Association, with a

membership of 6,000 business houses
in the city of New York, representing
all lines of Industry and trade, earnestlyprotests against the passage
by Congress of legislation providing
for the payment of a cash bonus to
ex-service men. We believe that a

general cash bonus is unnecessary,
iiio-c it nuuiu w eAireiueiy fApfiisivttothe Government. At a time when
the country is struggling under a burdenof taxation which constitutes a

very serious handicap upon business,
it would be a national calamity to
impose this new and needless burden.
"This association is strongly opposed

to any additional taxation for the purposestated, especially to a cumulated
taxation of selected interests which In
many instances would be seriously oppressedby such an excessive tax burdenplaced upon them.
"The objections to a bond issue are

equally obvious. The nation must soon
undertake huge refunding operations,
which woyld be made extremely difficultby the issuance of a large body
of compelling bonds.

Wunlil Affect I.iherty llonil*.
"Interest rates would necessarily be

gravely affected and forced upward,
which would result in increased loss
upon the great volume of Liberty bonds
owned by the millions of people.
"Moreover, new Issues of bonds to the

extent of billions of dollars would with-
draw front business pursuits a vast
amount of capital urgently needed for
business purposes, which withdrawn!
would cause an enforced contraction of
business undertakings and still further
postpone the return <>f prosperity.

"In its treatment of former service
men the Merchants Association believes
that the Government should be not only
just but generous, it advocates ample;
appropriations efficiently administered
for the care of men who have suffered
physical injury as a result of the war
and for the care of persons who have
been made dependent as a result of the
war. It also favors adequate vocational
training to enable service men who de-
sire to help themselves to do so.

"It believes that the distribution of
cash would not only be a staggering
blow to the business of the country but
would prove a curse Instead of a blessiln«r tn

.v .... . .K.V...--. V/. OU. I. II bl«lUHJ.
Individually it would not be a sufficient
amount to supply a bnsis for business
activity and In many cases it would be
spent unwisely and would discourage and
defer self-help. Unemployed ex-service
men need work, not gratuities. They
can be best helped by return of (general
industrial activity and by such lcgislaitlon as will tend to restore confidence
in the world's stability and as will conItribute to general Increase In industrial
employment."

Mould Help Injured First.
The American Defense Society's messageread :

The president, the White TTouse. Washington,It. C.:
"An indiscriminate distribution of

largess to soldiers after a war lias
been practiced so often in the past
ill so many countries and been pro:ductlve of sucli unsatisfactory results.
has so conspicuously failed to accomjpllsh any desirable end. that its proprietyin any given case can be questionedwithout fear of accusation of
niggardliness or want of appreciation
either or their valor or or the grati)tufle of their country, which la their due.
"The case of those disabled to any

degree by their service to their land
stands on a different footing. Kvery
resource available should be devoted to
tho care and welfare of the latter. Yet
by as much as indiscriminate reward is
apportioned among all who served, by
so much will it be the more difficult
financially to properly protect and suitablysustain those who actually need assistance.Had the country's resources
not been squandered by those in power
during the war it might have faced
the double expenditure With equanimity
and cheerfulness. If there be cause
of complaint on the part of any able
bodied and uninjured ex-service man at
not receiving a gratuity, let him look
to those who expended in a year and
a half what would have sufficed to ccm]duct war for three years and im1
poverished the land as the authors of
the situation.

"All resources which can be deemed
available for such uses should be expendedIn the care of those physically
or mentally injured in the war and
who. we regret to say, are not receiving
their just meed of rare and protection,
but are being made use of and exploitedfor the advantage of self-Inter-

noranco and supinencaa. Their care, vocationaltraining or other assistance
should he placed In charge of their
own organization*, with adjunct or superviaoryhoards appointed from the
highest cine* of eltlgons.
American T)bpbmsr Society, hy Chari.es

Stewart Davison. Honorary Chairman,Hoard of Trustees.

rrnsiii\o's m'Fuisw gktk .ion.

Wa'-iiivutok, Keb. 17..Appointment
of Junior I', Pershing. Jr., nephew of
(Jen. P< ohlng as Assistant Prohibition
Direct' . of New York wss approved
forma'ty to-day by Prohibition Comnit"a.i.*ierlluyries after a conference
with Prohibition Director Pay of Vow
York.I
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US AS H
'Political Cowards,' Says ]
Williams of Bonus Men

Special Dispatch toTna New Yobk IIbbai.d.
Nfw Y«rk Herald Bureau. )

Wa*liinztoii, I). C.. Feb. 17. (

SENATOR JOHN S H A HI' ,
WILLIAMS (Dem., Miss)
branded the supporter?- of t.

bonus bill as "political cowards" in
a debate to-day over a measure in-
irnuru iu reurv uisuuiru wmpurHry
army and navy officers 011 a basis
viual to those of the regular set -

s
vices.
He made n brilliant appeal for

the core of those wounded in battle,
contrasting their condition with a
those who had not suffered. ,

"I see the bonus bill staring me
in the eye." said Senator Williams.
"T see a lot of political cowards
who are going to vote for it to be
reelected to the House and the
Senate."

LEGION MEN WRITE
AGAINST BONUS BILL

( ontinued from First Page.
the privilege of urging you to vote
against this infamous outrage."
"Having served a little over seventeen

months in France, and at the front, and (
having been wounded twice. I feel privi-1
leged to express myself on the bonus,
T and all my buddies are against the
bonus because we think it is too great t
a tax on the Government, and we fee! b
that we have been fully compensated o
for our services." ,Ic
"Four of my nephews were In the

service and fought bravely for their '>
name and my own also. I beg you will '
not vote for the soldiers' bonus bill, for °
we believe the bill will do much more e

harm than good."
Adopts "Herald" View. v

"The New York Herald shows that,!,Congress is considering the renewal of pwar taxes as a means of furnishing a rrevenue for a soldiers' bonus. I agree t)fully with the stand of that paper and tprotest against the passage of such a ,,bill." .j a
"My two boys served In the great war

and would both benefit by a bonus bill, t1
One of tliotn has expressed himself fore- f
ibly against the bill find hopes for its do- li
feat, and while the other is away I be- a
lieve his opinion is the same." g
"As an ex-service man I feel that I e

should express to you my entire objec-
tlon to the soldiers' bonus bill. Many t'
of my friends have resigned from the ll
American Legion because of its attitude
on the soldier bonus bill. Let us concentrateour energies and money without 11
stint toward the rehabilitation of those v
who were injured and need help."
"To our disabled and crippled soldiers C

we should give aid and care to the very
limit of their needs. But to hand those
who returned strong and whole such a
fee is degrading to them and should not ^
be tolerated." ! *

"As an ex-service man's wife, I am
very much oppoaed to the proposed
soldiers' bonus. 1 believe another addi-
tlonal burden on the taxpayers at this
time would bo unwise and would work j'to the injury of business and the country
generally." »

P
"Quiet Part" Again*! Bonus. t

o"Just to remind that many ex-sendee
men do not approve of the stand taken tby the American Legion. Jtemember the vlegion is the noisy part, but the quiet v
part did the same work during the war
and is able now to see that a bonus hill nwill do the exservioe men no real, lasting n
good. J was overseas nine months and j
am opposed to it."

"I see by Tub New York Herald
that, within the Inst few days Congress t
has been trying to find something to tie B
up in order to secure revenue for a c
soldiers' bonus. I wish to protest t
against this nbuse and discrimination e

which would be created by this act."
"I served during the war and am a

member of the American I.egion. 1
think that all should be done for the
wounded and disabled soldiers, but protestagainst paying the healthy and un-

injured a bonus."
"As one of my sons served eighteen

months in the aviation in Italy and
Krance and a daughter served a numberof months in the Y. M. C. A., I be-
Ueve I am entitled to an opinion on the
proposed soldiers' bonus. I wish to
protest against the bonus, because, in
my judgment, the business conditions or
the country would not stand any addi-
tional tax burden now, no matter how
levied.''
"As an ex-seaman of the United

States navy, I am strongly opposed to
the soldiers' and sailors' bonus. I think
additional taxes at this time would be
unwise and urge that you use your injfluence against the passage of this bill."

Ills District Opposes.
"The sentiment in my district is over-

wholmingl.v against a soldiers' bonus, it
is true not only of all of the rank and
file of the voters, but also the cx-servlce
men of the district.

"I wish to register by protest against
the proposed bonus. I feel that the
disabled ex-service men should have
every assistance, but do not favor
awarding a bonus to the strong and
healthy." .

"As a former service man I desire to
express my approval of the ftght you
are waging against tlie bonus. It is the)
most brfjgon piece of vote getting logis-
lation ever attempted."

"I nm iflbloslng an editorial of Thk
N'tw Vork HnnAt.n which may have
escaped your attention. I have failed
to see your name among the Congress-
men opposed to the soldiers' bonus. I
want to express to you my protest of
this community against such high hand
buBlnep*.

BONUS IS ATTACKED
BY HARDWARE MEN

Association Favors Aid for
the Disabled.

I%in.AD«i.PHiA, Fob. 17..Tlesolutions
disapproving tho proposed soldiers' bonus

M
and favoring the American valuation
aa the bask, for the assessment of ad
valorem duties on Importations of foreign
merchandise were adopted by tun Penn-
sylvanla and Atlantic Seaboard Hard-
warn Association In the annual ronven-)
tlon to-dHV. The aaaoeiation favored'
(iovernment aid to Incapacitated exservicemen, but registered its disapprovalof the bonus "because of financialcondltlona."
Their resolutions urged members of

the association to t educe prices as
rapidly as possible and asked that
lower freight rates be put Into effect
by the railroads immediately.
Ernest Johnnneson, Haltlrnore. was

elected president; P. E. .Jones, Pitts-
burgh, secretary, nnd Charles \V ScarIborough, Pittsburgh, treasurer.

mi xn Afrrranvo
ff se, sec If It I* advertised In the I.ost and
Pound columns of to-day's New York Herald
Bee pste opposite editorial. Adu.

I I

8, 1922.

ANDICAP
REGULARS OPPOSE

SOLDIERS' BONUS
lien Entitled to Sliare Declare

That There Is No Valid
Claim.

prcial Dispatch to Tub New Yo*k Hebai.d.
Xfw York Herald Bureau. )

W 1). C., Frb. 17. (
Inquiries among: Regular Army men

nd In naval and Marine Corps circles.
evelopcd the fact to-day that the reguirservices of the country are largely
pposcd to the bonus raid cn the Treasry.Many of the men In the regular
ervlces who were questioned are memersof the American Legion. All saw
ervice in the late war and would be
ntitled to the bonus up to and includigthe grade of captain in the, army
nd Marine Corps and lieutenants in the
avy.
In their opinion the demand for a

onus does not represent the viewpoint
f the great body of the membership of
he American Legion, but is tire result
f political agitation. They recognize
hat the service men naturally would
ccept tire bonus if granted, but do not
lace the stress upon it that timid poliiciansin and out of Congress believe.
Representative service men in the

egular establishments declare they see
i the present bonus agitation a victpus
obauchery of that fine spirit of patritlsmwhich actuated tire nation botli
efore and during the war. They contrast
t with the spirit which prompted men

o give up their time for service in the
raining camps and which resulted in
uilding up the huge army in the face
f the lack of preparedness which preededtire war.
Ex-service men, they point out, feel

-rit&ted because white ttioy were scrvlgin the ranks men in shipyards and
ther industries were receiving' supposdlyhigher wages.
Jn spite of this view the regular

ervlce men believe the ex-service men

.'ill realize that by accepting the bonus
hey will be sacrificing the place of
dvantage they occupy in the public
stiination because of disparity in the
emuneration, often more imaginary
han real. For the ex-service men now

o insist upon a bonus they believe
rould be to exchange their proud heritgefor a mess of pottage.
Their belief that the rank and file of

he ex-service men arc not so anxiops
or the bonus as the politicians believe
? the result of investigations by them
mong the various skeleton military oranizationswhich are in touch with the
x-servicc men everywhere.
The regular service men point out.

hat the American army was paid b>terthan any other army in the field,
hat generous allotments were paid to

ependents and that splendid provision
as been made to care for the disabled
eterans.

:OAST BUSINESS MEN
BALK AT CASH BONUS

lan Francisco Commerce
Chamber Would Aid Disabled

prciat Dispali ii to Tin Niw York Hrald.
San Francisco. Feb. t >..Opposition

n a. rnsli bonus for soldiers is verified
r> a referendum vote on the Chamber of
'ommerce, but the organization exreuseditself to-day in fuvor of giving
o each veteran the right to select at hi.;
ptlon the privileges afforded through
national system of reclamation, naionaJaid in homo building, national

ocationnl education or nationul proislonfor paid up insurance.
The action of the chamber was taken

t the request of the Chamber of Comnereeot the United States after receiv-
ns from its local members many proratsagainst the bonus plan.
Telegrams on the vote have been sent

o Washington, and California's Cortiresslonaldelegation Is being urged to

ippose all legislation that would give to
ho veterans a cash bonus.
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BARS A REFERENDUM

New York Body Is Denied
Vote on Bonus.

The New York County Committee of
the American Legion decided last night
not to gran> tha request of the City
Club of New York post that a referendumon the ex-tt-rvlce men's bonus questionbe taken. A motion that the secretaryof the county committee write
the City Club post to this effect and
that the latter organization'^ letter
containing the request had been filed
was carried, 48 to 28.
There was much discussion, principallyby those opposed to acceding to

the referendum suggestion concerning
the method of rejecting the idea. There
was never any chance of the City Club
post's request being granted. The perplexingquestion appeared to be that of
denying the request in a manner that
would carry with it no suggestion that
the American Legion in New York
county was dodging the issuer because
it feared the outcome. 1

Richard T. Bell spoke of the majority
when he declared the City Club post's
request an unfair one.
"The letter from the City Club post,"

said Mr. Bell, "calls for a vote of paid
up members. There is no question that
a tremendous majority of paid up memberswould vote for the bonus, but such
is the financial situallon that but onefifthof the members are paid up.
Therefore even if every one of these
paid up members of the American Legionvoted in favor of the bonus, the
opponents of the bonus would cry aloud
that but one-fifth of the membership of
the American Legion favors the bonus."
At first the committee was about to

decide to table the letter and take no
action. iiui van 11. unz, uiijulj.hi 01

the City Club post, asked that some
action be taken that he might report it
to his organization. In the ensuing argumentconcerning methods of procedure,the question of the expense of a
referendum was raised.

"We'll pay the expenses," shouted one
delegate from the City Club post.
Harold A. Content opposed granting

the referendum, saying that inasmuchasthe bonus question was a national
and not a local one, he considered ft
rather a waste of effort and more or
less silly to go to the trouble and expenseof a county plebiscite.
The City Club of New York post opposesthe bonus and Mr. Getz declared

before the meeting that no matter what
action the county, State or national organizationtook, his post would continue
to oppose the plan. He said that severalother posts had taken the same
stand, but that there was no doubt that
they formed a minority in the State.

OPPOSES STATUS FOR
'EMERGENCY' OFFICERS

Washington, Feb. 17..Senarer Lenroot,ItepulbUcan (Wis.), to-day (attackedfho 0)111 «of Senator Bursum, Ueipublican<N. M.), to give -regular retirementprivileges to disabled "emergency"officers of the American forces
during the world war, declaring that
under ifr so<nio disabled officers would
receive almost ten times the Governmentpayments to privates.
Chairman Wadsworth, of the Committeeon Military Affairs, and Senator

Smoot, Republican (Utah), joined SenatorLenroot in opposing the bill, while
Senators Bursum, Fletcher, Democrat
(Flu.), and Williams, Democrat (Miss.),
defended it. Aotion went over, however,the Senate adjourning to-night
until Monday.
Senator Bursum said the bill had the

Indorsement or tne American Legion,
and he with others of Its supporters
contended that emergency officers were
entitled to equal retirement rights with
regular officers. »

TEX YEARS TOR BHtCKER.

Special DispaU h to Tun New York IIspAi.n.
Atlantic City. !<>b. 17..T)r. William

H. Bricker of Philadelphia, convicted
here to-day of malpractice, was sentencedto from ten to fifteen years In
State prison 'and fined $5,0(10 by SupremeCourt Justice Black,
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ASPERITY
LEGION TO INSIST

ON CASH FEATURE
J. T. Taylor, Legislative

Agent, Declares 'Debt
Must Be Paid.'

Special Dispatch to Tub N«w Yo«k IIi-balo.
New York Herald Itnrrau. )

Wn*liin|jt:.ii, D. C\. Feb. 17. )
Kllnlinatlon of the cash bonus from

I lie general soldier bonus, or "adjusted
compensation" bill, as proposed by SenatorCalder (N. Y.) and other Senators,
will be opposed by the American Region, jJohn Thomas Taylor, vlce-cha'rman of
the legion's legislative committee, saicl Jto-day,
Senator Calder favors passage of the

bill so far as it provides for paid up
insurance, land allotments and other
benefits for ex-service men. But lie
would eliminate the cash "bonus by
amendment.
"The legion is for the bill as it stands,

including the cash bonus. The legion
has always been for it. The legion
wrote it. The legion sees no reason to
change its attitude,'' said Mr. Taylor
to-day. "The argument that the paymentof a cash bonus will in the long
run have an evil economic effect ppon
the country and particularly upon the
ex-service men is ridiculous.

"Mine hundred thousand service men
are unemployed. Many are aTmost penniless.A cash bonus will put them on
their feet and give them a chance to
start afresh. It will be a benefit insteadof an evil for the country.
"Payment of a cash bonus by the

Government will have a tendency to revivebusiness. It will result in more
buying and selling. The opportunity
will be given to ex-service men to get
back their courage and got on their feet
to win in the battle to establish themselvesin the same circumstances they
were before the war upset their lives.
"The adjusted compensation bill is a

debt the country owes the men who
made the sacrifices to save it when it
was 1n danger. It is only right that1*
Hie uovernmeni snouiu see 10 11 inai

each one of these men be returned
to the same condition he was in before
the war. No man should be penalized
because Jie served his country while
others remained at home and raaui
money.

"It is not the province of the AmericanLesion to tell Congress or the Governmenthow the money for the bonus
shall be obtained. When the Govern- j
mer.t made settlements of war contracts
which it had canceled and on which
the holders had done absolutely no work
nor been to any expense, did these recipientsof Government funds undertake
to explain how the money should be obtained.The answer, of course, is no.

The war contractors put in their hill-.
The Government paid them. No questionwas raised. It is no concern of thn
Legion nor of the ex-service men where
the Government gets the money.
"It is clear, however, that the Governmentowes a debt to the ex-service

man. It is a debt that should and
must be paid.
"The Legion refuses to be drawn into

a controversy which is a side Issue as

to how the money shall be raised and
what kind of taxes shall be laid to cover

it. This is intended only to camouflage
the issue.
"The American Legion wrote the AdjustedCompensation bill in reply to a

request from the national legislators.
They asked for suggestions as to what
should be done to insure Justice to exservicemen. The Adjusted Compensationhill was intended as the answer to
that request for suggestions."*

BLAST KILLS TWO MEN.
Lakh Hopatcono, Feb. 17..An explosionof five tons of dynamite In the

packing ho,use at the plant of the Atlas
Powder Company at Land ing, at the
western end of Lake Hopatcong, killed
two men to-day and slightly wounded
several others. Buildings were shaken
within a. radius of fifteen miles from the
plant. The noise of the blast was heard
at Newton, thirty miles from Landing.
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